
Will you be eligible  
for the NDIS?
1. Age  

 You must apply for NDIS eligibility before your 65th birthday.

2.  Residency  

 The home where you permanently live must be in an area where the NDIS is in  
operation.  

Some special considerations apply for people who are homeless or have other less  

typical living arrangements.

 You must be an Australian citizen or the holder of a permanent visa.  New Zealand  
citizens living in Australia will need to hold a protected Special Category Visa 
(subclass 444).

New Zealand citizens who first arrived in Australia after 26 February 2001 may not be eligible and 
individual circumstances should be verified with NDIA.

3.  Disability (full details overleaf)

 You have an intellectual, cognitive, neurological, sensory or physical disability or a 
psychiatric condition which results in permanent difficulty in your communication, social 
interaction, learning, mobility, self-care or self-management for which you will require 
some level of support and/or equipment for the rest of your life.  

These difficulties may still be permanent even though they may vary in intensity over 
time.  

 You are a child with a developmental delay which may not result in permanent 
impairment if early intervention support is provided  through the NDIS.  

If you have any questions about eligibility or would like help 
to apply for the NDIS call Identitywa on 9474 3303.



A person meets the disability requirements if:
 
a) the person has a disability that is attributable to one or more intellectual, cognitive, 

neurological, sensory or physical impairments, or to one or more impairments attributable to 
a psychiatric condition, and

b) the person’s impairment or impairments are, or are likely to be, permanent; and
c) the impairment or impairments result in substantially reduced functional capacity to 

undertake, or psychosocial functioning in undertaking, one or more of the following 
activities: communication, social interaction, learning, mobility, self-care, self-management; 
and

d) the impairment or impairments affect the person’s capacity for social and economic 
participation; and

e) the person is likely to require support under NDIS for their lifetime.
 
An impairment is, or is likely to be, permanent only if there are no known, available and 
appropriate evidence-based clinical, medical or other treatments that would be likely to remedy 
the impairment.

An impairment may be permanent notwithstanding that the severity of its impact on the functional 
capacity of the person may fluctuate or there are prospects that the severity of the impact on the 
person’s functional capacity, including their psychosocial disability, may change.

A person meets the early intervention requirements if:
a) the person

i. has one or more identified intellectual, cognitive, neurological, sensory or physical  
 impairments that are, or are likely to be, permanent; or
ii. has one or more identified impairments that are attributable to a psychiatric   
 condition and are, or are likely to be, permanent; or
iii. is a child who has developmental delay; and

b) the CEO [of the NDIA] is satisfied that provision of early intervention supports for the 
person is likely to benefit the person by reducing the person’s future needs for supports in 
relation to disability; and

c) the CEO [of the NDIA] is satisfied that provision of early intervention supports for the   
 person is likely to benefit the person by:

i. mitigating or alleviating the impact of the person's impairment upon the functional  
 capacity of the person to undertake communication, social interaction, learning,   
 mobility, self-care or self-management; or
ii. preventing the deterioration of such functional capacity; or
iii. improving such functional capacity; or
iv. strengthening the sustainability of informal supports available to the person,   
 including through building the capacity of the person’s carer(s) or supporter(s).

A person does not meet the early intervention requirements if the early intervention support for 
the person is more appropriately funded or provided through a service system other than the 
NDIS - for example, the health system or the education system.

Disability requirements

Early intervention requirements
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